
Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children 
 
Charge: To select the recipient of the annual Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children and up to 
five honor books; to propose a session on nonfiction books for children and plan a session featuring the award winning 
author at NCTE's Annual Convention; and to promote the use of nonfiction children's books in the classroom. The 
award will be presented at the Children's Book Awards Luncheon at the NCTE Annual Convention. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? 
 

We continue to review the process for contacting publishers, engaging in committee work, and preparing for 
the annual conference. This will be our second year of selecting the winner, honor books and recommended 
books prior to the start of the NCTE conference.  Based on our process last year, we have made some changes 
in order for the selection process as well as announcement at the Children’s Book Award Luncheon proceed as 
smoothly as possible.   
 
One initiative still in progress is the linking of the reviews of the Orbis Pictus books that appears in Language 
Arts each year to the Orbis Pictus website.   

 
What have you accomplished so far, and what is your timeline for future work? 
 

The 2015 NCTE Conference was a landmark year for the Orbis Pictus Award. The selection of the winner, honor 
books, and recommended titles was accomplished on the Thursday prior to the start of the conference.  This 
offered us the opportunity to announce the recipients during the Children’s Book Award Luncheon on Saturday 
amid great anticipation and excitement. In addition, this was the first year that one of the luncheon speakers 
was the previous year’s winning author of the Orbis Pictus Award.   
 
We have also updated the bylaws and made changes to the timeline for committee work as well as the length 
of time that a chair of the committee can serve. These changes were approved by NCTE.   

 
Cyndi Giorgis, Chair 
 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/orbispictus
http://www.ncte.org/annual

